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Deploying and Photographing Panels 
 

Deploying Panels 
1. Attach panel rack to a floating dock using rope or zip ties (use multiple zip ties or knots to secure rack) 
2. Panels should be facing down when deployed, as seen in the 
diagram to the right. 
3. The rack should sit approximately 1-3 feet below the water line.  
 

Photographing Panels 
*** Weekly photographs should be taken of each panel on the 
rack from May 1 to September 30, 2017 (northern hemisphere) 
1. Fill the large plastic container with seawater. 
2. Slosh the rack back and forth in the ocean before lifting it out, 
in order to remove sediment buildup 
3. Place the rack in the container with the panels facing up. It is 
important to have the water level high enough in the container to 
completely immerse the panels.  
4. Multiple photographs should be taken of each panel to help 
assure a quality picture was taken.  
5. The picture should only include a single panel and will be as close as possible to the panel to just encompass a little 
area around it. Sample photos are shown on iBARGE website (ibargeprogram.wordpress.com).  
6. Review photos to ensure that they are focused.  
7. It may be better to take the picture without a flash, but try taking picture with and without flash just to be certain.  
8. Each rack has numbered panels labeled 1 through 4. There are labels on the rack arms and on the backside of panels. 
The panel photos must be taken in order according to number. This will make it easier to label each photograph with the 
correct panel number on the computer. 
11. Try to reduce the amount of time the panels have outside the water after they have been deployed. Too much time 
in the air can kill or detrimentally affect the organisms.  
 

Weekly Panel Maintenance 
1. Each week, scrape one panel clean with paint scraper after photographing, going in order so each panel gets scraped 
once every 4 weeks 
2. After the first week scrape off panel 1, after the second week scrape off panel 2…..etc.  
3. Be sure to photograph the panels before they are scraped clean! 

 
Saving Photographs 

1. After each week of photographs, be sure to save them in a folder on your computer with the date the picture was 
taken as the folder’s title.  
2. Upload photos each week to Dropbox, using the link sent to you by the iBARGE program.  
 
**Email ibargeprogram@gmail.com with any questions! 
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